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SUBJECT: CONTINUING ALLEGATIONS OF CIA ACTIVITY IN THAILAND 

REF: A) BANGKOK 17240 
B) STATE 242478 

1. SINCE THE EXPOSURE IN EARLY JANUARY 1974 OF THE CIA- 
INITIATED LETTER, THERE HAS BEEN A CONTINUOUS AND CONCERTED 
EFFORT BY MANY YOUNG THAI POLITICAL ACTIVISTS, SOME NEWSPAPERS, 
AND A FEW POLITICIANS TO CLAIM THAT THE CIA OR OTHER OFFICIAL 
AMERICANS ARE ATTEMPTING TO SUBVERT THE THAI POLITICAL PROCESS. 
AMONG THE INCIDENTS OR ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THESE ELEMENTS WOULD 
HAVE THE THAI PUBLIC BELIEVE WE ARE INVOLVED ARE THE FOLLOWING: 

(A) THE STILL UNSOLVED MURDER IN MARCH 1974 OF CLAUDIA ROSS, 

AN AMERICAN JOURNALIST WITH THE BANGKOK POST. SHE WAS 
SUPPOSEDLY ANTI-CIA, AND PERHAPS MURDERED BECAUSE OF THIS 
ATTITUDE. 

(B) THE DEATH IN JUNE 1974 OF FORMER ROI ET MEMBER OF 
PARLIAMENT CHAWIN SAKHAM IN AN AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT IN 
SARABURI PROVINCE. THE OTHER DRIVER FLED THE SCENE, A 
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FREQUENT OCCURRANCE IN THAILAND. CHAWIN WAS ALSO AN OUT- 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


SPOKEN CIA CRITIC. 

(C) THE PLAPLACHAI RIOTS IN BANGKOK'S CHINATOWN DURING 
JULY 1974. HERE OUR ALLEGED MOTIVE WAS TO CREATE DISORDER 
SO THAT THE MILITARY MIGHT HAVE AN EXCUSE TO RETURN. 

CD) THE BROAD DAYLIGHT MURDER OF RAMKAMHAENG STUDENT 
LEADER SAENG RUNGNIRANDON IN AUGUST 1974. SAENG WAS ALSO 
ANTI-CIA AND A LEFTIST. 

(E) THE SPLIT BETWEEN VOCATIONAL STUDENTS AND UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS DURING STUDENT PROTESTS AGAINST THE CONSTITUTION 
IN SEPTEMBER 1974. AS WELL AS ALL OTHER SUCH SPLITS ON ANY 
OTHER ISSUE DURING THE YEAR. OUR ALLEGED MOTIVE IN SUCH 
SPLITS IS TO DIVIDE AND RULE, CREATE DISORDER, OR INTIMIDATE 
CRITICS OF THE AMERICAN PRESENCE IN THAILAND. 

(F) THE RESEARCH WORK OF THE ANEMIA AND MALNUTRITION 
RESEARCH CENTER CARRIED ON AT THE SUAN DOK HOSPITAL OF 
CHIANG MAI UNIVERSITY. THE CIA IS CHARGED WITH USING THE 
CENTER AS A COVER FOR ACTIVITIES DESIGNED TO CREATE 
DISUNITY AMONG THAI DOCTORS, AS WELL AS USING THAI AS 
GUINEA PIGS IN RECENT RESEARCH ON THE NUTRITIONAL VALUE OF 
ALGAE. (ST. LOUIS UNIVERSITY, IN COOPERATION WITH THE 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, SUPPORTS THE ALGAE RESEARCH). 

(G) THE ALLEGED ATTEMPT OF ONE "THOMAS BARKER" OF THE U.S. 
EMBASSY TO ENLIGHT PRASAN MARUKKHAPITAK AS A SPY ON LEFT- 
LEANING JOURNALISTS (REFTEL A). 

2. IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTIONS THE DEPARTMENT RAISED IN 
REFTEL B, THE PRESS FUROR OVER THE BARKER INCIDENT SEEMS 
TO HAVE SUBSIDED. WE WOULD LIKE TO NOTE, HOWEVER, 

THAT PRASAN MARUKKHAPITAK IS A MEMBER OF THE SOCIALIST 
PARTY OF THAILAND (SPT), WHICH IS PUBLICLY PLEDGED TO RID 
THE COUNTRY OF ALL U.S. MILITARY AND CIA PRESENCE. THE 
CURRENT FLAP MAY BE THE PARTY'S OPENING SHOT IN THE 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE U.S. MILITARY AND CIA 
PRESENCE IN THAILAND. SOME SPT MEMBERS HAVE PRIVATELY 
CHARAACTERIZED USOM AND THE PEACE CORPS AS CIA COVER 
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ORGANIZATIONS. 

3. EMBASSY POLICY ON THE BARKER ALLEGATIONS IS NOT TO GO 
BEYOND WHAT THE EMBASSY SPOKESMAN SAID. THE NATION IS NOT 
ABOVE FABRICATING ATTRIBUTIONS TO "INFORMED EMBASSY OFFICIALS". 
KINTNER 
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